
PLAN COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 
August 26, 2020 

 

Call to Order Plan Commission Meeting:  The meeting was called to order by Chairperson 
Tom Winker order at 7:00 p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance recited. Quorum established. Verification 
of compliance with WI Open Meetings Law. 
 

Also In Attendance:  Plan Commission members Charlie Parks, Tom Bichler, Matt Fuller, Brian 
Schmidt, Dennis Dimmer, Matt Fuller, Jeremy Risch, Keith Schueller and Secretary Ginger 
Murphy and approximately 145 interested people. 
 

Minutes:  Motion Dimmer/Fuller to approve the July 8, 2020, minutes; motion carried.  
 

ATV/UTV Road Access:  This meeting was held at Community Park in the Village of Belgium 
due to COVID and the safety of the anticipated large turn-out.  Chairperson Winker informed 
attendees this meeting would be used as a listening session for the Plan Commission to hear 
residents’ comments, and there would not be a decision on the issue that evening.   
 

Winker introduced Lt. Justin Kaas of the Ozaukee County Sheriff’s Department.  The Sheriff’s 
office is against ATV/UTV access to roads because of safety concerns.  Their office is busier 
than ever with people on roadways, and ATV/UTVs are not designed for the road.   
 

Winker introduced Jon Edgren from the Ozaukee County Highway Department.  Edgren 
stated ATV/UTVs are not allowed on county roads, however, towns can decide to allow their 
use on county roads where speed limits are 35 mph or less.   
 

Kevin Peiffer, Bob Hubing, Brenda Peiffer, Dylan Jentges, and Scott Krizek spoke for the 
Lakeshore ATV/UTV Club.  The club’s intent is to create a family-oriented club and a safe 
environment to use these vehicles on town roads.  A few neighboring towns have adopted 
ordinances, and their proposal to the Town of Belgium is the same.  All state regulations, 
licensing, posted restrictions and traffic laws must be followed by the operators.  Stated the 
Town of Belgium will hold no liability; liability falls upon the operator.  The club claims noise is 
quieter than a motorcycle, more visible the bicycles, and more stable than motorcycles.  The 
DNR requires a safety training course and enforces operator safety.  They assured the club 
will be accountable for their actions.  Their intent is not to use Lake Michigan or private roads.  
The ordinance can be repealed if not suitable for the Town.  Town resident Bob Maxfield 
spoke in favor of the ordinance. 
 

Several resident who spoke in opposition of the proposal included Brian McClaren, Gary 
Czaplowski, Cathie Urness, Matt Strittmater, Ralph Weber, Leslie Paulus, Rick Paulus, Ray 
Cary, Christine Symchych, and Douglas Starck.  Their comments included the concern of 
safety, noise, liability, and trespassing.  Suggested using the snowmobile trails as an 
alternative to town roads.  Town roads have many blind spots, no markings and often no 
shoulder.  While residents respect the intent of the club, it is felt many people from outside of 
the community will be drawn here.  Resident Ralph Weber asked the Clerk about 
communications received.  The reply was 251 communications in opposition and 0 in favor.  
The speed on roads are much higher, therefore, accidents greater.  ATVs should not be 
allowed in residential areas and should not be open to the general public.  One resident 
offered the option of placing the issue as a referendum item on a ballot.  The Town does not 
have law enforcement and the Sheriff’s Department is limited.  ATV/UTV usage would not be 
consistent with the Master Plan. 
 



Tony Young, DNR Warden who enforces ATV/UTV regulations.  Young said the DNR doesn’t 
have a position on the proposed ordinance.  He provided accident statistics involving 
ATV/UTVs and gave attendees his contact information.  
 

Adjourn:  Motion Schueller/Fuller to adjourn at 8:42.   
Respectfully Submitted,  

        Ginger Murphy 


