
TOWN OF BELGIUM 
BOARD OF APPEALS 

May 4, 2011 
 
 
Call to Order:  Chairman Alvin Schueller called the Board of Appeals hearing to order at 
7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, May 4, 2011, in the Town Hall at 814 Main Street, Belgium. 
 
Also Present:  Al Weyker, Gerry Gantner, John Bowers, John Riordan, Charlie Parks, 
Ginger Murphy, Dan & Lucy Gasser, Gerry Depies and his small son, and Bill Tackes. 
 
Building Height Variance:  Gerald & Brenda Depies are requesting a height variance for 
an accessory structure.  The 32 ft. proposed structure would exceed the 15 ft. height 
regulation in Section 5.2 (G) of the Zoning Ordinance.  Gerry explained the height is for 
future storage on the second floor.  Al Weyker asked if it was possible to build it larger in 
area instead of height.  Al explained that a second story usually ends up being rented out 
as living or business quarters.  He also explained that Mr. Depies’s neighbor to the south 
requested a similar variance, and the Board could not allow it.  Gerry stated the building 
will not block anyone’s view and that it is more cost effective to go up instead of out.  John 
Riordan stated that according to State Statutes, the petitioner must justify unusual 
circumstances, and allowing a 17 ft. variance is significant.  Gerry agreed that there is no 
hardship or unusual circumstances.  Charlie Parks brought to light that the structure would 
be allowed in the A-1 district and the option to rezone may be possible. 
 
Motion by Riordan to disapprove the variance request based on lack of economic 
hardship and lack of unusual circumstances; second by Gantner.  Motion carried. 
 
 
Side Setback Variance:  Dan & Lucy Gasser are requesting a 25 ft. side yard setback for 
a free stall barn as opposed to 75 ft. as required by ordinance.  This identical variance 
request was previously granted on August 11, 2009, but has since expired.  John Riordan 
stated the Clerk received an email from the northern adjacent property owners, RSSR 
Farms, asking for assurance that the building would be placed 25 ft. from the property line 
according to a recent survey.  Dan Gasser stated the fence posts were placed in the 
1970s.  According to a recent survey, the posts are approximately two feet on RSSR 
property, but at the freeway side, RSSR fence line is about the same on his property.  
Even so, the building will be 25 feet from the survey line.   
 
Motion by Weyker to allow the variance; second by Riordan.  Motion carried with Alvin 
Schueller abstaining from the vote. 
 
Adjourn:  Meeting adjourned at 7:25 p.m. 
 
       Respectfully Submitted 
       Ginger Murphy, Clerk 


