
TOWN OF BELGIUM 
BOARD OF APPEALS 

January 22, 2013 
 
Call to Order:  A meeting of the Board of Appeals of the Town of Belgium was held on Tuesday, 
January 22, 2013, in the Town Hall at 814 Main Street, Belgium.  Chairman Alvin Schueller called 
the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  
 
Also Present:  Al Weyker, Gerry Gantner, John Bowers, John Riordan, Charlie Parks, Ginger 
Murphy and John, Linda and Jeremy Risch. 
 
Risch Variance Request:  John & Linda Risch, 6203 Sauk Trail Rd (tax key 01-013-02-
002.00), request a setback variance to Zoning Ordinance Sec. 3.6 to separate the existing 
home and 1 ½ acres of land.  Zoning Ordinance (3.6,B,2) requires the separated structures 
to meet A-1 setbacks.  Discussion began with the need for a shared driveway when the 
existing home and the farm buildings are separated.  Charlie explained that in the past the 
Plan Commission has given the Town Board a recommendation, but since the Board of 
Appeals is reviewing the case, they should make recommendation for the Town Board.  
The Zoning Ordinance does not clearly state where the recommendation should be 
derived, and it was decided the shared driveway should be allowed.  Discussion turned to 
separating the existing home.  John Risch explained that the farm will remain in the family.  
He wants to sell the home and minimum acreage to his son Jeremy now, with the eventual 
goal for the house to stay with the operating farm.  Jeremy also said that over a period of 
time, the remainder of the farm would be purchased from John and Linda as they phase 
out of the operation and their sons take over.  John said that he and his wife Linda would 
be moving to a house they own in the Village of Belgium, but would continue to work and 
support Jeremy in running the farm.  In summary, the Risch family goal is for a temporary 
separation of the house from the farm until circumstances allow for them to potentially be 
rejoined. 
 

John Riordan asked if there was unnecessary hardship or unique property limitations.  
Unnecessary hardship would result if the Risch family goal of achieving farm succession 
from the older to the younger Risch generation could not be achieved.  Unique property 
limitations apply due to the placement of the farm buildings years before the ordinance was 
written. 
 

Alvin Schueller asked Charlie Parks for his input to which he stated the need to be cautious 
of setting precedence and the impact of setting precedence.  He also stated the ordinance 
was changed to give the farmers more flexibility.  Linda Risch reiterated that the farm will 
stay in the family and their sons will buy the farm piece by piece eventually.  Al Weyker 
talked about other similar situations that have occurred.  Motion by Weyker to grant the 
setback variance, second by Bowers and all voted in favor.  John Risch confirmed the road 
frontage of 500’ and the acreage of 1 ½ acres.  Charlie Parks confirmed the positive 
recommendation of the Board of Appeals for the shared driveway and the Town Board will 
decide on that issue.  He also confirmed that the Town Board must approve a Certified 
Survey Map illustrating the separated parcel. 
 

The Risch’s are also requesting a variance to Zoning Ordinance Sec. 3.6, B, 2, to separate an 
existing home and 1 ½ acres at 475 Silver Beach Rd (tax key 01-013-05-001.00).  Ordinance 
allows separation of structures existing prior to 1985, but this home was built in 1995.  This Risch’s 
were granted a conditional use to build the home for farm help under the old ordinance.  This 
residence does not qualify for consolidation of farms and would require 35 acres to be separated 
from the farm.  John Risch stated it was on a 20 acre site.  Linda Risch stated the tax key on which 
the house stands is a 20 acre parcel.  Al Weyker explained that since they own the surrounding 
property, the structure can conform to the ordinance.  Motion by Riordan to deny the variance 
request to separate 475 Silver Beach Rd. as there is no hardship and the property should conform 
as the ordinance stands, and second by Gantner. All voted in favor of denying this request. 
 
Adjourn:  Meeting adjourned at 7:49 p.m. 
 
       Respectfully Submitted 
       Ginger Murphy, Clerk 


