
TOWN OF BELGIUM 
PLAN COMMISSION MINUTES 

January 20, 2016 
 
Call to Order:  Chairperson Tom Winker called the Plan Commission meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
Pledge of Allegiance recited.  Quorum established.  Verification of agendas posted at Town Hall, Port 
Washington State Bank and Belgium Post Office in compliance with WI Open Meetings Law. 
 
Present:  Plan Commission members Larry Bares, Al Poull, Jim Blick, Charlie Parks, Matt Fuller, 
Dennis Dimmer, Jeremy Risch, Secretary Ginger Murphy, Mitch Maersch of the Ozaukee Press, Tom 
Peterson, and Barry Sullivan and Ed Pfister from Ozaukee County Land & Water.  John Paulus not 
present. 
 
Minutes:   Motion by Blick to approve the minutes of the November, 2015, meeting, and second by 
Dimmer; motion carried unanimously. 
 
Holding Tanks:  Charlie Parks explained that the majority of existing holding tanks in the 
Town are along the lake due to flood plain matters.  There is a resident that wants to install a 
holding tank on property that is most likely suited for a septic system.  Charlie’s inquiry of this 
request to the Ozaukee County Land & Water Dept. prompted the County’s suggestion to 
adopt an ordinance regulating Private Onsite Water Treatment Systems (POWTS). 
 
Barry Sullivan, Ozaukee County Land & Water, presented handouts which included options for 
regulation and sample ordinances from other municipalities.  Barry stated holding tanks are 
regulated in some municipalities due to the risk of contamination from cracked or improper 
maintenance.   He explained different types of POWTS.  Basically, the County is asking the 
Plan Commission to decide what type of restrictions, if any, the Town should enforce to assist 
the county in proper POWTS management. 
 
Conversation turned to possible Town liability with an ordinance in place, and Ed Pfister stated 
the Town has the option to restrict if we wish, but liability would be on Ozaukee County.  
Holding tanks are sometimes favored due to installation cost and/or passing the cost of 
pumping to a renter.  There are funding programs in place to assist in the replacement of 
failing POWTS.   
 
POWTS Recommendation for Disconnection:  Accessory structures being connected to 
primary structures:  A permit must be obtained from the County.  The Town has a situation 
where an existing system was hooked up to a chicken coop and someone is living in it.  Ed 
Pfister suggested that when a building permit is issued, place a deed restriction so that the 
accessory structure won’t be used for habitation.  The County has not been able to enforce 
disconnection, but the Town can restrict by ordinance.   
 
POWTS Ordinance Recommendation:  A recommendation concerning an ordinance 
regulating holding tanks and/or other POWTS will be place on next month’s PC agenda. 
 
Adjourn:  Meeting adjourned at 8:17 p.m. 
 
        Respectfully Submitted,     
       Ginger Murphy, Secretary 


