
TOWN OF BELGIUM 
BOARD OF APPEALS 

May 22, 2012 
 
Call to Order:  A meeting of the Board of Appeals of the Town of Belgium was held on Tuesday, 
May 22, 2012, in the Town Hall at 814 Main Street, Belgium.  Chairman Alvin Schueller called the 
meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  
 
Also Present:  Al Weyker, Gerry Gantner, John Bowers, John Riordan, Charlie Parks, and Ginger 
Murphy. Rita Noll, Ryan Noll, Mark Zager and his young son and two interested persons. 
 
Noll Variance Request:  Rita Noll, 2068 Cty Rd A, tax key 01-029-14-000.00.  Mrs. Noll is 
requesting a variance to the setback regulations to expand an existing shed at 2060 Cty Rd A.  The 
shed would be 37 ft. from the property line as opposed to 75 ft. as set forth in the Zoning 
Ordinance.  The property this setback would encroach is her residence (2068) and the property 
with the proposed shed expansion is the family farm (2060).  They are seeking the variance 
because they feel this is the only practical area available.  He stated that the north side is not 
practical because they wouldn’t be able to get though with machinery, and on another side there is 
a slope and waterway.  The only other option is to build on land being farmed.  The option they are 
asking a variance for is the most cost effective for the farm.   Charlie explained the variance could 
be viewed as a side yard or a front yard because the shed is behind the residence at 2068.  John 
Riordan asked what Mr. Noll thought was an unnecessary hardship to warrant the variance, Ryan 
stated it was the slope of the property on the north side and the only other option is to put it behind 
another building in the land being farmed.  Ryan also explained that this structure is a 
garage/workshop to hold the skidloader, tractor, and etc.   During the winter he wants to be able to 
get the skidloader out without plowing the entire yard.  Easy access to the equipment is the main 
concern of the farming operation.  Al Weyker’s main concern was that the residence at 2068 would 
have the farm buildings within 37 feet of the house which would be not be an ideal situation if the 
house were to be sold.  This situation is unique because Mrs. Noll owns the property being 
encroached.  Charlie explained to Mr. Noll that cost is not taken into consideration for a variance 
request.  Mr. Noll’s stand was that cost is important to keep the farm in operation.  The Board 
studied the aerial map for other areas for construction.  Ryan invited the board to come out and 
look at the yard to understand the slope and the waterway running through the property.  Riordan 
asked if there were any neighbors opposing the project and if there were any problems from the 
start of this project.   Both answers were negative.  Alvin called for a motion:  Motion by Bowers to 
approve the variance request, second by Gantner, – Al Weyker stated that his concern was the 
small lot and making things more substandard.  Riordan, reluctant to say aye due to the small lot 
but considering the issue at hand, he must vote yes.  Bowers-yes, Gantner-yes, Weyker, 
reluctantly also due to the close proximity of the shed to Mrs. Noll’s residence but because this 
variance only affects the family farm - approved, Schueller - yes.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Zager Variance Request:  Mark Zager, 5286 Sandy Beach S.  Mr. Zager is requesting a variance 
to the setback regulations to replace an existing garage at 5735 Cty Rd B, tax key 01-019-16-
002.00.  The new garage would have the same setback as the old garage of 58 ft. as opposed to 
75 ft. as set forth in the Zoning Ordinance.  Mr. Zager explained he would like to replace a one-car 
garage with a two-car garage and needs the heating lines to go from the garage to the barn.     The 
structure needs to be in the same place to avoid the heating lines from crossing with the water 
lines.  The new garage will be where the existing garage is and the old garage will be removed.  
Bowers doesn’t see anything changing except for the fact that the garage will be bigger.  John 
asked Charlie why he needs a variance, and Charlie cited 7.3 of the ordinance where it says that if 
a nonconforming structure can be reconstructed and in so far as practicable shall conform to the 
established building setback lines.  Old building will be torn down and built on the same foundation.  
Much talk about the placement of heating lines and the proximity of the barn ensued.  There was 
no opposition from neighbors.  Motion by Weyker, second by Bowers; motion carried unanimously. 

 
Adjourn:  Motion to adjourn by Weyker, second by Bowers, meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 
 
       Respectfully Submitted 
       Ginger Murphy, Clerk 
 


