
TOWN OF BELGIUM 
BOARD OF APPEALS MINUTES 

September 2, 2015 
 
 

At 6:10 p.m., general discussion between Board of Appeals members, Town Chairperson, and 
Zoning Administrator regarding recent changes to the Zoning Ordinance and responsibilities of 
the Board of Appeals.  In attendance were Tom Winker, Charlie Parks, Jeff Coeur, Gerry 
Gantner, John Bowers, John Riordan, Al Weyker, Keith Schueller, Tom Peterson and Brad 
McConnohie and Michael LoCicero of the Ozaukee Press (6:30).  Tom Winker commended the 
people that work to help our community operate effectively and encouraged our organization to 
continue to improve our processes.  Charlie stated the Ordinance was recently updated, but 
there will always be someone needing variance.  He tries to solve situations before going ahead 
with a hearing request, and reiterated the fact that the fee paid for a variance is for the town’s 
expenses and not a fee for a variance to be granted.  The Board must ascertain they have all 
information needed to make a sound decision and referred to Section 8.8 of the Zoning 
Ordinance for conditions that must exist for a variance to be granted.  Jeff Coeur wants to 
attend a training session.  Keith Schueller was recently appointed as an alternate member of the 
Board of Appeals and Charlie explained the roles of the Plan Commission and Board of Appeals 
and how the Zoning Ordinance is put into place.  He expressed that it is not the role of the 
Board of Appeals to rewrite the Ordinance but to uphold the regulations of the Town.  There 
were several scenarios discussed regarding past variances.    
 
Call to Order:  Chairperson Al Weyker called the Board of Appeals Hearing to order at 7:03 pm. 
 
Present:  Also present were Board of Appeals members Jeff Coeur, John Riordan, John 
Bowers, and Gerald Gantner, Zoning Administrator Charlie Parks, Clerk Ginger Murphy, Keith 
Schueller, Tom Winker, Michael LoCicero of the Ozaukee Press, Tom Peterson, Brad 
McConnohie, Don Hamm, Robert Lallensack, Lori Paulus, Marvin & Eileen Hoffmann, Luke & 
Jennifer Lund, Randy Kirmse, Teri Schmidt, and Scott Krizek. 
 
Divine Savior Parish Variance Request:  Request for setback variances at 6088 (church), 
6092 (rectory) and 6098 (parish center) Lake Church Rd (tax key 01-024-06-004.00) to separate 
the buildings into three individual parcels as regulated by Zoning Ordinance Section 3.5E.  The 
property is currently zoned P-1.  A Public Hearing was held on March 25, 2015, and followed by 
a Plan Commission meeting where the members unanimously recommended the Town Board 
approve the Parish’s request to rezone the rectory building (6092) and the parish center (6098) 
with 1.5 acres each, and a vacant 1.1-acre parcel off Cty Rd D to R-1 (residential) contingent 
upon the Board of Appeals approval of the setback variances. 
 
This hearing was properly posted, and a Class 2 notice required by Chapter 985 of the WI State 
Statutes was published in the Ozaukee Press on August 20 and 27, 2015.  The Clerk mailed 41 
notices to neighboring property owners of which 2 were returned undeliverable and no written 
comments were received. 
 
Bob Lallensack explained the land division.  The rectory has a potential buyer.  The new survey 
indicates that 1.7 acres will be added to the cemetery and the remaining 1.1 acre lot will be 
abandoned and possibly adjoined to the neighboring Mejchar property.  Prior plans of Individual 
Growth Services purchasing the property for a community-based residential facility have fallen 
through.  The rectory has been there since the early 1900’s and the parish center is about 50 
years old with both buildings being of sound construction.  Charlie stated the Plan Commission 
met three times to consider the rezone request and deliberated the need for the proposed lots to 
abut other residential properties and how it would be impossible to get the setbacks in 
compliance.  Tom Peterson spoke of the fact that dividing the buildings will create 
nonconforming properties which is not allowed by ordinance.  He stated that one of the buildings 
could be removed, and felt that it is not the Town’s concern for the parish to sell both buildings, 
and that allowing the setbacks would set precedence.  Brad McConnohie asked if there could 
be a home constructed on the 1.1 acre across from his home, and the answer is no since the 
required lot size is 1.5 acres in R-1 zoning.  Mejchar property is currently 1.5 acres and 
combined would be 2.6 acres, therefore, this does not create a buildable lot.  Don Hamm spoke 
in favor of the rezone siting that the Lake Church neighborhood nature is home ownership and 
sees the sale of the homes as a better use than renting the properties.  Charlie Parks stated 
there are not many properties in the same predicament, the buildings have historical value, and 
the Plan Commission decided this is where the Town encourages residential.  The Plan 
Commission had considered removing one home and decided demolition of the buildings would 
not make sense.  Al Weyker believes this is the best use of the property.  Gerry Gantner asked 
what will become of the church, and Bob Lallensack answered that the parish will use it as they 
can.  Brad McConnohie also spoke in favor of utilizing both buildings. 
 
Motion by Riordan to approve the variance request in accordance of Section 8.8 of the Zoning 
Ordinance as the best use of the property and the people involved, and second by Gantner.   



In Favor:  Weyker, Coeur, Gantner, Bowers, Riordan   Opposed:  None    Abstained:  None 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
Divine Savior Parish - Lot width variances at 6088, 6092 and 6098 Lake Church Rd (tax key 01-
024-06-004.00) to separate the buildings into three individual parcels as regulated by Zoning 
Ordinance Section 3.5C. 
 
Motion by Riordan to approve application as it stands concerning road width; Gantner second.  
In Favor:  Weyker, Coeur, Gantner, Bowers, Riordan   Opposed:  None    Abstained:  None 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
The Divine Savior rezone request will now go to public hearing and then Town Board for 
possible approval. 
  
Kirmse Variance Request:  Request for a use variance to construct a residence in the B-1, 
Commercial, zoning district at 7175 Cty Rd B (tax key 01-006-04-003.00) which is regulated by 
Section 3.6 of the Town of Belgium Zoning Ordinance. 
 
The Clerk verified that this hearing was properly posted, and a Class 2 notice required by 
Chapter 985 of the WI State Statutes was published in the Ozaukee Press on August 20 and 
27, 2015.  The Clerk mailed 5 notices to neighboring property owners, and no written comments 
were received. 
 
Randy Kirmse stated he owns 6 acres at 7175 Cty Rd B and wishes to add a residence to his 
auto repair shop.  Charlie Parks read allowable uses in Section 3.6 of the Zoning Ordinance – 
none of which include residential, and there is not a conditional use in B-1 to allow residential 
either.  The property cannot be rezoned residential as it is not contiguous to similarly zoned 
property.  Jeff Coeur cited Section 8.8 of the zoning ordinance and stated that there is no 
unreasonable hardship present.  Terri Schmidt stated they live close to the shop in Dacada, 
don’t want to maintain two properties, and need more space.  John Riordan cautioned that this 
request sets precedence by placing a residence in an agricultural area.  Mr. Kirmse said they 
don’t want it to be specifically residential but to live at their business and this would promote the 
property tax base.  Ms. Schmidt does not understand why their request is not allowable when 
other B-1 properties include residences.  Al Weyker stated they could ask the Plan Commission 
for a change in the ordinance, and Tom Winker felt that the request would not be feasible.  
Charlie Parks reiterated that B-1 is supposed to be compatible with A-1, but they certainly have 
a right to come to the Plan Commission. 
   
Motion by Coeur to deny the use variance at 7175 Cty Rd B in accordance with 8.8 of the Town 
of Belgium Zoning Ordinance, and second by Riordan. 
In Favor:  Weyker, Coeur, Gantner, Bowers, Riordan   Opposed:  None    Abstained:  None 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Lund Variance Request:  Request for a yard variance at 280 Hidden Bluff Rd (tax key 02-006-
06-010.00) for construction of two accessory structures in the front yard as opposed to the rear 
yard as regulated by Zoning Ordinance Section 5.3H. 
 
The Clerk verified that this hearing was properly posted, and a Class 2 notice required by 
Chapter 985 of the WI State Statutes was published in the Ozaukee Press on August 20 and 
27, 2015.  The Clerk mailed 15 notices to neighboring property owners of which 3 were returned 
undeliverable and no written comments were received. 
 
Mr. Lund explained they wish to build a shed in what is considered the front yard although it 
could be considered the side yard.  There is an existing concrete pad to build the shed, and he 
plans to build a 30x40 garage.  He stated the lot is of an atypical shape.  John Riordan asked if 
they could add on to the existing garage, but the pitch of the property is a problem.  Mr. Lund 
assured that garage will match the home.  John Riordan stated that the principle of zoning law is 
the ordinances purpose in Section 1.3 where aesthetics is a factor.   
 
Motion by Bowers to approve the request due to the unique shape of the property and the 
proposed placement could be considered the side yard, second by Coeur. 
In Favor:  Weyker, Coeur, Gantner, Bowers, Riordan   Opposed:  None    Abstained:  None 
Motion carried unanimously. 
   
Adjourn:  The meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 
 
       Respectfully Submitted, 
       Ginger Murphy, Clerk 


